
Volume 158, No. 119

People laud Corboy’s giving

BY JOHN FLYNN ROONEY
Law Bulletin staff writer

Bettie Minefee and her son,
Philip, mixed among the high-
profile public officials and
lawyers who attended the funeral
Mass for Philip H. Corboy, a
legendary personal-injury
attorney.
About 30 years ago, Corboy

represented Minefee’s then-
husband, who lost his leg in a
train accident.
Minefee said she argued with

Corboy about whether the settle-
ment in the case should get paid
in a lump sum, or over numerous
years. Minefee said she prevailed
and the payments will be made
for the rest of her ex-husband’s
life.
Corboy “asked me if I ever had

a son to name him after him
because I challenged him so
much,” Minefee said
Corboy also offered to pay for

her to attend law school, but
Minefee did not pursue that
path, she said.
Minefee later gave birth to a

son and named him Philip.
Corboy became her son’s
godfather and remained active in
his life, she said.
Philip Minefee, a college

graduate, worked as runner at
Corboy & Demetrio P.C. for
several years and now works as a
professional photographer, his
mother said.
During a two-hour funeral

Mass Saturday at a crowded
Holy Name Cathedral, family
members, colleagues and friends
remembered Corboy not only as

a successful, top-notch plaintiff
lawyer, but also as a cherished
family member and quiet,
generous donor to those in need.
“He was an absolute soft touch

for anyone who needed a
handout or a hand,” said his wife,
Mary A. Dempsey, during
welcoming remarks.
Dempsey also recalled her

husband’s love of chocolate and
ice cream, along with his
standard saying, “happy every
day.”
His son, Philip Harnett Corboy

Jr., known as Flip, said in a
eulogy that his father helped
numerous people financially 
and 90 percent of the time “no
one knew anything about it other
than that person and my dad.”
The younger Corboy also

recalled his father’s work ethic
that provided for him and four
siblings.
“He broke his back for the five

of us,” Flip Corboy said. “All he
wanted to do was to make sure
we had opportunities that he
didn’t have as a young man.”
Raised in Rogers Park, Philip

Corboy’s father, Harold, was a
Chicago police officer, as were
his grandfather, uncle and
brother, Daniel.
“He hated racism,” Flip

Corboy said. “He hated anti-
Semitism. And that was in the
’50s and ’60s and  ’70s, a guy
who came from a family of tough
Irish cops.”
Thomas A. Demetrio, said

during a reflection that his law

partner, the elder Corboy,
possessed “awe, zest and
rapture” and “crackled with
energy.”
Corboy interacted with those

in power, along with the
doorman at the condominium
building where he lived,
Demetrio said.
“He could and did interact

with everyone and made them
feel relevant and important,” he
said.
Corboy, 87, died early Tuesday

at his near North Side condo-
minium.
The mourners also included

Illinois Supreme Court Justices
Anne M. Burke and Mary Jane
Theis, along with U.S. Sen.
Richard J. Durbin (D-Ill.) and
Illinois House Speaker Michael J.
Madigan (D- Chicago).
About 1,300 people attended

the funeral and some 1,600
attended the visitation Friday at
Loyola University Chicago
School of Law’s Philip H. Corboy
Center, said a Corboy &
Demetrio spokeswoman.
In 2009, Corboy gave the

single largest gift ever to Loyola’s

law school, unspecified, but at
least $5 million.
Monsignor Kenneth Velo,

among 16 priests on the altar,
served as the main celebrant 
at the Mass. During his homily,
Velo said Corboy helped
countless people through
charities and individual 
assistance.
“I traveled with him to the

center of his soul and was
pleased to see goodness and
kindness,” he said.
Velo, a close aide to the late

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin,
recalled driving Bernardin to
Corboy’s office where the
cardinal asked Corboy for a large
donation.
“How do I say ‘no to a

cardinal?’” Corboy asked.
“You don’t,” Bernardin told

Corboy, Velo said.
Velo also mentioned Corboy’s

standard line of “happy every
day.”
“He made every day happy for

countless people,” he said.
In concluding his reflection,

Demetrio said, “Happy every day
for today and for eternity.”
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He could
and did

interact with
everyone and
made them feel
relevant.”

Renowned personal-
injury lawyer leaves
large legacy for legal
profession
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(From left to right) John Ryden; Mary A. Dempsey, Philip H.
Corboy’s wife; Sheila Ryden, Mary’s sister; and funeral director
Peter M. Martino left the funeral Mass on Saturday for Corboy,
who died Tuesday. John Ryden is Sheila’s husband. Paul McGrath


