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Friends and family react to death of one of their own

BY JERRY CRIMMINS
Law Bulletin staff writer

“A world without Phil will be a
world that will be hard for many
of us to get used to living in,” said
attorney Robert A. Clifford
today, after the death of Philip H.
Corboy, founder of Corboy &
Demetrio P.C.
Clifford was one of many

lawyers in Chicago today with
deeply fond remembrances of
Corboy.
Corboy was “one of the

greatest friends, mentors, pals,
bosses, teachers that I could ever
have been privileged to have in
my life,” Clifford said.
Clifford said he was a DePaul

University College of Law
student when Corboy gave a
speech there in 1974. 
Clifford asked his teacher 

how to get a job “with a guy like
that.” He was told it was impos-
sible.
So he went to Corboy’s office

at 33 N. Dearborn St. and said he
wanted to ask about Corboy’s
lecture. The question really was:
Would Corboy hire Clifford?
Clifford became a law clerk for

Corboy in 1974, then a lawyer
with Corboy’s firm from 1976 to
1984. That year, Clifford went out
on his own. In 1994, for one year,
Clifford’s and Corboy’s firms
merged, then split again.
Corboy “changed the lives of a

lot of people in so many positive
ways, it’s incredible,” Clifford
said.
Corboy “was a giant of the 

law. He’s irreplaceable,” said
Nicholas J. Motherway of
Motherway & Napleton LLP, who
worked for Corboy from 1973 to
1982.

“He had a very large impact
upon trial law not only in Illinois,
but throughout the country,”
Motherway said. “He fine-tuned
the techniques by which
(personal-injury) cases would be
presented. And through his
advocacy, he was able to expand
the rights of people who were
injured.
“He will be missed by all who

knew him.”
Cook County Circuit Judge

William D. Maddux, presiding
judge of the Law Division, said he
tried a case against Corboy in
the 1960s.
“I can’t imagine a more skillful

lawyer than I encountered in
that case. I have always been
impressed with his tremendous
skills as a trial lawyer,” Maddux
said. 
“He was a great innovator. …

He was not afraid to take a risk
on behalf of his clients.”
Mark E. McNabola of Cogan &

McNabola P.C. said he first saw
Corboy in the Daley Center when
McNabola was in high school.
“At that time, he was the most

feared plaintiff attorney in the
country and well-respected
locally,” McNabola said. 
“People would come to watch

him in action.  At trial he was in
complete control. He was tough
but kind.  He was handsome and
had a style that has been
emulated by many. As big as he
got, he always had time to stop
and say hello and ask about your
life.”
Dean Emerita Nina S. Appel of

Loyola University Chicago
School of Law, said, “ I had the
privilege of knowing him for
almost 40 years. He was a
compassionate man, truly a
‘person for others’ who left a
lasting impact on us all. I extend
my deepest condolences to Mary
and the family.”
David N. Yellen, the current

dean of Loyola’s law school, said,

“Few lawyers have had as much
impact on the profession and the
community as Phil did. He trans-
formed personal-injury practice,
mentored a generation of

lawyers and zealously repre-
sented thousands of clients. He
did all this with grace, intelli-
gence, tenacity and a keen sense
of justice.”
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Loyola’s dean describes
Corboy’s legal impact
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Philip H. Corboy received a standing ovation from members of the
Loyola law community following Dean David N. Yellen’s
announcement that Phil and his wife, Mary A. Dempsey, gave the
law school the largest gift in the law school’s history. The
announcement was made in September 2009. Photo courtesy of
Loyola.

This is a photo of the Loyola University Chicago School of Law
Building named after Philip H. Corboy. Photo courtesy of Loyola.


